
May 7, 2020 
 
 
Dear Immaculate Conception–St. Joseph Parishioners, 
 
 As you well know, due to restrictions caused by the Corona Virus 
Pandemic, our churches at Immaculate Conception–St. Joseph have been 
closed for all public Masses and celebrations since March 18.  We have done our 
best during this painful time to continue confessions on Saturday afternoon and 
to live stream our Masses to those who can access the internet each Sunday 
morning. 
 
 With the end of the stay at home order for Leavenworth County effective 
May 4, and after a video conference with Archbishop Naumann and the priests of 
the Archdiocese on May 5, we are now able to open our churches once again, 
although with a number of significant restrictions. 
  
 As we follow the norms given to us by Archbishop Naumann, we continue 
to practice social distancing in order to save lives.  At the same time, we are very 
motivated to allow our people to return to the Eucharist, and celebrate funerals, 
weddings, baptisms, and devotions in our churches. To do this, we must put into 
place some very important safeguards.  Here are the main points of the 
Archbishop’s directives and how we will plan to implement them in our parish: 
 
 The Obligation to attend Sunday Mass continues to be dispensed.  
This dispensation will remain in effect until the Archbishop feels it is safe to 
revoke it.  The Archbishop encourages persons with higher vulnerability to the 
virus to take advantage of the dispensation from attending public Mass.  We will 
continue to live stream one Sunday Mass each week. 
 
 Those who have any symptoms of the Corona Virus or have had a 
recent exposure to someone with an infected person should stay home. 
 
 Effective May 16-17, we will re-open Saturdays for 4:00 PM Mass at 
St. Joseph and 5:30 PM at Immaculate Conception, and Sundays for 8:00 
AM Mass at St. Joseph and 10:30 AM at Immaculate Conception. 
 To allow mandatory six feet spacing between household groups, only 
every third row of pews may be occupied.  Even though our churches are 
relatively large, church attendance will be limited to 25% of our maximum seating 
capacity.  Depending on the size of each household (one individual or several) 
we may only be able to seat between 75-125 people at each Mass. 
 
  



Because of this severe limitation for at least the five weekend 
Masses, from May 16 until June 14, we will implement the following 
procedure to reserve your place at Mass: 
 
  Please call the Parish Office at 682-3953 no sooner than 1:00 PM on 
the Wednesday before the weekend Mass you wish to attend.  You will be 
asked by a member of the Parish Staff to give your name, the number in your 
household who will be attending Mass, and the particular Mass you wish to 
attend. Once we reach the maximum capacity we will close reservations for that 
weekend.  If you call after all the seats are reserved, we will give you a 
reservation for the following weekend. 
 
 When coming to Mass keep in mind: 
 
 1) Before entering church, parish volunteers at each entrance will ask for 
your name, give you hand sanitizer to use, and make sure that you are wearing a 
mask while in church.  Please bring your own masks. 
 2) Once inside, parish volunteers will direct you to a pew that will allow the 
maximum number of parishioners to attend, while maintaining a six feet distance 
from one another.  Please be cooperative with the seating restrictions! 
 3) Mass is to last no longer than 45 minutes to limit exposure time. 
 4) Congregational singing must be suspended to limit droplet dispersion. 
 5) There will be no use of shared missalettes or music issues. 
 6) Please instruct your children to use the restroom before Mass if needed, 
and limit their leaving your pew during Mass. 
 7) You will be directed to Holy Communion in a single line with no side by 
side standing, maintaining a six feet distance between you and others in line not 
from your household.  Please follow the ushers’ directions.   
 8) There will be no communion from the cup or communion on the tongue. 
 9) You are to remove your mask only for the reception of Holy 
Communion. 
 10) Bulletins will be distributed only as you leave church.  
 11) Maintain six feet social distance as you leave church. Use hand 
sanitizer when exiting.  Avoid congestion at doors and limit socializing until you 
are outside and at a safe distance. 
 12) The Archdiocese will be providing a video tutorial regarding the proper 
way to attend Mass during this time.  We will provide a link to this tutorial from 
our parish website when it is available. 



As the numbers able to attend weekend Masses may be severely 
limited, we will be offering the following daily Masses for the week of May 
11–May 16: 
 
 Monday–Friday at 8:30 AM at Immaculate Conception Church 
 Monday–Friday at 7:00 PM at St. Joseph Church 
 Saturday at 8:30 AM at St. Joseph Church. 
 Extra evening Masses will be offered for the week of May 11-16 only.  
 Beginning May 18, we will resume our regular weekday schedule: 
 Monday, Wednesday, Friday at 8:30 AM at Immaculate Conception 
Church 
 Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday at 8:30 AM at St. Joseph Church. 
 

All the protocols for weekend Masses will apply for daily Masses. However, 
there will be no “reservations” for daily Masses.  If we reach maximum 
capacity, we will simply end admissions. 

 
 Eucharistic Adoration will resume at Immaculate Conception Church 
Wednesday, May 13, from 9:00 AM until 10:00 PM.  Adoration will be held in 
the main church and not in the Mary Chapel.  Adorers are to maintain 
proper social distance. 
 
 For the time being, beginning Saturday, May 16, confessions will be 
heard from 1:00-1:30 PM at St. Joseph Church to allow proper time to 
prepare the church for the 4:00 PM Saturday evening Mass.  Confessions will 
be heard in the open church with only one person in the church at a time with the 
option for face to face confessions or behind the screen.  A confession usher will 
assist your entrance.  Confessors and penitents should wear a mask.  Those 
wearing a mask and confessing at a distance, particularly behind the screen, 
need to speak loudly enough to      be heard by the confessor. 
 
 The scheduling of sacraments for our RCIA elect and candidates, for 
adult Confirmation, for infant baptisms, and for First Holy Communion will 
take place in upcoming weeks.  The 6:00 PM Parish Rosary will resume on 
Tuesday, May 19.  The Prayers for Prodigals Rosary Group will resume on 
Thursday, May 21 with social distancing.  All catechetical and Youth Group 
sessions are still suspended. 
 
 Let us pray for one another as we open our church doors and deal with 
these limitations.  As St. Teresa of Avila said: “This too will pass.”  In the 
meantime, we will do our best!  God bless you always! 
 
       Fr. David McEvoy, O. Carm., Pastor 


